
It’s been said that All Good Things Must Come To An End but that doesn’t mean they 
can’t go out in a BANG!! 

 
If you have been a “fence sitter” arguing with yourself about attending this 345th 
Bombardment Group Association Reunion or waiting until next year, please join us this 
year. There may not be a next year reunion. I know some of you are disappointed that 
the destination is not New Orleans, but it just wasn’t in the cards. We have a series of 
activities that will blow your socks off and send you home so glad you experienced this 
last-in-a-lifetime reunion. Much of the reunion will take place at Ellington Field where 
many of our pilots received their wings. 
 
Our T-Shirt vendor for this exciting reunion has graciously allowed us to move deadlines 
to September 21st  for the T-shirts. That means we will be submitting totals to the 
vendor on Monday, September 23rd, a month before we will convene in Houston for our 
345th Bomb Group Reunion. Attendance registrations and hotel registrations are 
due October 10th  for the group rate discounts. 
 
The Texas Flying Legends Museum folks have gone above and beyond anything we 
ever experienced in planning a reunion. They are determined that as many veterans as 
possible are able to attend. To help ensure that cost is not a factor, they are paying for 
all activities on Friday and Saturday for each 345th veteran and widow of a veteran and 
a caretaker for each. The only expenses to the veteran and widow of a veteran and their 
caretaker will be the Sunday activities.  
 
Larry Hanna reminded me of a special fund that was set aside years ago for those 
veterans who needed financial assistance with airline tickets or hotel reservations. We 
are very serious about getting all veterans to this reunion so if you would like a little help 
with these expenses, please contact me immediately. Carol Hillman 214-499-6884. 
 
Here’s a quick reminder of the events: 
 
Thursday: Registration begins in the hospitality room. The documentary interviews of 
the 345th veterans, widows, and wives will be filmed. Please bring any memorabilia for 
the filming. The 352nd Fighter Squadron is also attending the Wings Over Houston Air 
Show. They are treating us to an Ice Cream Social Thursday evening at the hotel. 
  
Friday: The educational session, “Air Combat Then and Now: A Discussion of WWII 
Tactics, A Discovery of Current Day Similarities” will take place at one of the Texas 
Flying Legends Museum hangers at Ellington Field. Lunch will be provided. We will also 
be able to climb all over B-25 Betty’s Dream and a P-51. Veterans can go for a ride in 
the B-25 Betty’s Dream and also in a P-51. That evening will be a trip back in time with 
a 1940’s USO Hangar Dance and dinner (Heavy Hors D’Oeuvres). A 9-piece swing 
band will provide music for dancing and an exhibition of precision ballroom dancing by a 
couple wearing dress from the 40s. We will vote on the best swing dance team in the 
Swing-Dance Competition. And finally, General George Patton will inspire us with his 



military presentation. Want to get into the spirit of the evening? Then come in uniform or 
a 40’s costume (optional). 
 
Saturday: We will have a motorcycle escort to Ellington Field for the Wings Over 
Houston Air Show where our veterans will be honored guests. At the close of the show 
we will be treated to a special presentation about the Drone Program at Ellington Field. 
 
Sunday: The General Business Meeting will take place in the morning followed by a trip 
to NASA. The Reunion will close with the cocktail hour and banquet at the hotel. 
Astronaut Col. Douglas H. Wheelock will be the guest speaker. Colonel Wheelock has 
flown aboard the space shuttle, the International Space Station and the Russian Soyuz 
TMA spacecraft. He has accumulated more than 178 days in space and has conducted 
six spacewalks totaling 43 hours and 30 minutes. His resume is amazing and we feel 
confident none of us will want to miss this opportunity to meet him. 
 
So that’s it, folks. Now all you need to do is access the registration form in this 
newsletter and submit it immediately. Don’t forget to write on the reservation form what 
size T-Shirts you will want. Make your airline reservations to fly into Houston Hobby 
Airport. DO NOT FLY INTO HOUSTON INTERCONTINENTAL AIRPORT. It is forever 
away from where we will be meeting. Make your hotel reservations and join us for this 
wonderful reunion. If you need shuttle service, make that reservation, too. 
 
Remember: Some of you think everything is bigger in Texas so we are working hard to 
NOT disappoint you. See you in Houston October 24th – 28th, 2013. 
 
 


